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PALA 2009 PROCEEDINGS PLEASURE, 1719-1997, IN 100 NOVELS

The question of Pleasure addressed here came to mind at last year’s PALA
at Larry Stewart’s witty and sharp presentation as it focused on Fanny Hill. I
decided to look at the lexical item PLEASURE in the corpus of 100 Novels that I
have investigated for the related issue of the Presentation of the Body. Two angles
of vision: 1) PLEASURE is viewed in one hundred novels, 1719-1997 (chart #1); a
narrative of decline emerges, and raises questions. 2) PLEASURE is mapped out
in four novels so one can see how the redundancy functions to define character
and conflict in different contexts.

The particular focus here is on Pleasure, but the more general focus is on
making meaning, and making the process more accessible and the results more
adequate. In this work I am exploring how the writer’s brain lays out meaning for
the reader’s brain to pick up on—the novel is a brain print. It presents itself as a
word-by-word series, but its organization demands memory, and memory
depends on repetition, or redundancy as information thinkers say; memory
builds a semantic web. The redundancy forms patterns and relationships, and
that is where meaning making begins.

Pleasure seems to begin with our earliest biological organization as a
tropism away from the aversive toward the “good enough”. Pleasure is in the first
place experienced as bodily, in our biological organization, an incentive to do
what is necessary. Naturally, Pleasure for human beings has become quite
complex as it spread from the necessary to the aesthetic where it can be
organized, cultivated, militarized, capitalized, and/or neuroticized or fetishized.
In this work, today, however, I'm interested in the local level with “Pleasure” as it
shows up, as a lexical item, in a hundred novels, and looking at “Pleasure” from a
psychological starting point in a group of individual novels. We find, as we look at
individual texts, that Pleasure reveals a source of tension, and thus perhaps of
character. Pleasure is a good touchstone—what the writer marks as PLEASURE
constitutes the range of The Good in the face of The Problematic.

For Freud, thinking as a biologist as well as a psychoanalyst, Pleasure is a
cessation of tension. He tells us that “an unpleasurable tension” will be processed
by the mind in “a direction such that its final outcome coincides with a lowering
of that tension—that is, with an avoidance of unpleasure or a production of
pleasure.” Freud also noted that “the factor that determines the feeling is
probably the amount of increase or diminution in the quantity of excitation in a
given period of time” (p.8). [SE, V 18, p.7]. Decades later a psychologist working
in a research intensive mode, and thinking biologically/neurologically, Silvan
Tomkins, whose powerful work focuses on affects (Shame & Its Sisters 1963,
1964), also sees a reduction of tension at the core of pleasure which he calls
“enjoyment/joy”: “The smile of joy is innately activated...by any relatively steep
reduction of the density of stimulation and neural firing” (Shame & Its Sisters,
81). Tomkins notes that the reduction may be in relation to negative (e.g.,
anxiety, fear) or positive (e.g., seeing a friend, orgasm) experiences, and that “it is
the steepness of the gradient of stimulation reduction which is critical” (81).




I want to suggest that in addition to the built in biological mechanisms, for
human beings (and others) there is a necessary precondition for the experience of
pleasure—the Other. As D.W. Winnicott says, there is no infant. That is, an
infant is not a stand-alone item. So, with pleasure, it is useful to see the pleasure
of one with the presence (including imaginatively) of the Other. At birth and for
some time thereafter, that Other is the one Winnicott calls “the good enough
mother.” The first tension might be the “too muchness” of the change (from in to
out), the first diminution might be of being swaddled and snuggled; the next
tension might be hunger, and the diminution might be one’s first meal. For some
time we are regulated by an Other, generally responsive to our needs and
vulnerabilities.

If Pleasure is a diminution of tension, Pleasure offers a window into what
tension is strong enough to be called Pleasure when it stops. Pleasure is felt by a
person, but pleasure is first sustained, cultivated and mediated by an Other
person—there would be no pleasure without the Other. Next, Pleasure is of
necessity addictive, and sets up a model of gratification, which can be magnified
and distorted, offering deep neurological rewards with no real world connection
(a death drive). Though, equally, it can be cultivated or domesticated. For Freud
there is a kind of depressive logic to the reduction of tension—it is also what
death is, the ultimate reduction. For Tomkins, however, the narrative of
enjoyment/joy is potential growth—via increasing bands of interest and thus
concern. For Tomkins pleasure is not a zero sum game, but more of what James
Carse would characterize as an infinite game, played to continue to play (as
opposed to finite games which are played to be won. Tomkins imagines that we
can construct our pleasures (though he is as well aware of the dark side as Freud).

With these general thoughts in mind, we will look at a group of 100 classic,
modern and contemporary Anglophone novels (1719-1997) to explore
PLEASURE--i.e., the word “pleasure” and its conceptual texture. In addition to a
chronological chart of PLEASURE, there are maps of what constitutes
PLEASURE in a few individual novels—Robinson Crusoe (1719), Fanny Hill, Jane
Eyre, and Beloved—to see the range of possibilities.

When we look at the corpus as a whole, the zoomed-out view shows that
the use of PLEASURE changes radically over time, markedly declining in use in
mid-19th century. Several avenues might be explored to contextualize this striking
shift. I'd like to know what else shifts in the semantic realm, particularly what
might “take the place” of PLEASURE. The decline may signify a change in the
way tension and release are present in a novel—this would require mining for
affects as named (sad) or as enacted/embodied (cry) to see if it’s Pleasure alone
among affects to shift? Interestingly, the representation of the HEART is also at
its high point in the 18t Century and then declines precipitously, though
lingering a bit longer than PLEASURE (Chart #2). This change may signify a
change in the way the novel, as a form of social consciousness, has learned to
convey affect in writing without necessarily naming the feeling as such. And/or
maybe there is a great depression in response to the tumultuousness of 1848. A
century later, in Catcher in the Rye there are only two uses of Pleasure—one
refers to the response of a teacher to his deceased brother (it was a pleasure to
teach him), and the other is an expression of increased tension: “’Oh,’ I said. I let




it drop. I was afraid he was going to crack the damn taxi up or something.
Besides, he was such a touchy guy, it wasn't any pleasure discussing anything
with him” (108-109). Pleasure has not left us—certainly not in Amsterdam—but
it has transformed into a different way to mark what is important. If we pull the
thread of Pleasure from any given novel, as with other such threads, we end up in
a web of meaning. The diachronic course of PLEASURE is striking, and it will be
interesting to see it in the fuller context of AFFECTS in general. Is it replaced
with DISTRESS, what Freud might call Anxiety? I can’t answer any large historic
questions, but I can see there is one. So, let’s turn to some concrete material,
from which some ideas will germinate. So, zooming in on Beloved:

The first web is from Toni Morrison’s Beloved (1987) (Map #1), chosen
partly because its formulation of Pleasure is, like so much else in the novel,
exquisitely and precisely formed. Pleasure is distributed among all the characters,
in some proportion to their centrality. What constitutes PLEASURE is largely in
the form of familial connection--domestic love contains all pleasures. Working
like a good redundancy, PLEASURE, is used (generally) to mark something
important to the emotional well-being one has as a person in a family and a
family in a community. When examined ensemble, they are consistently about
local love, nurturing relationships, inclusive of sexuality and of the “selfish
pleasure” of being able to make something for one’s child. The PLEASURES here
are tender, and sorely needed in a novel enveloping so much pain. The tension
behind the pleasure is the anxiety of living in a world of people who are at once
blind to one and abusive to one; and in a world in which one’s own mother could
be seized by her demons.

Next I want to look at “the first” English novel, Defoe’s Robinson Crusoe
(1719) (Map #2). This novel’s use of Pleasure is telling, most pronounced in its
aggressive acquisitiveness; and interestingly in its negative descriptions. It
unfolds narratively with several paternal promises of life’s “pleasure” if he will
follow the path the father has laid out; Crusoe is not interested in that, he rejects
it. Pursuing his own path leads him to being enslaved where he facilitates the
Pleasures his master enjoys: “he had appointed to go out in this boat, either for
pleasure or for fish.” This is a kind of pleasure that Crusoe also seems to reject in
that any actions he reports are purposeful—there is virtually no play. The next
instance of pleasure is animal pleasure—bodily enjoyment—and here, too,
Crusoe’s writer is tagging this moment—it will never be seen again—no bodily
pleasure (between his marriage and his widowerhood is one sentence, whose hint
at pleasure was that he was “not...dissatisfied” to have been married). The next
instance is Crusoe’s first pleasure—not abstractly talking about it in the future or
characterizing the behavior but actually experiencing it—and, it is the killing of
an animal. The tension behind the pleasure is not about being relieved for one’s
life, because the lion was not threatening, but about one’s power to get what one
wants (in this case, water, near where the animal is). This matter of control is
where I'd pin Crusoe: most of his PLEASURE comes from successful
domestications, the desire for home, and colonial desires. There is only one
instance of interpersonal pleasure—the opposite of Morrison. The tension behind
Crusoe’s pleasure is an anxiety of not having enough. There is no doubt some
irony in Crusoe’s seeing himself as King, but none in the pleasure he takes at




surveying the fruitful valley in front of him—“This was all my own; and I was king
and lord....”

On one level, there is sexual pleasure in Fanny Hill—her very names
suggest the pleasures that the novel will teach us, and in case one doesn’t get it,
the full title of the novel includes: Memoir of a Woman of Pleasure (map #3).
With about two hundred forty mentions of Pleasure, Cleland novel is an outlier.
Notwithstanding, PLEASURE as developed is complex, and I think that Cleland’s
placing of sexual Pleasure in the print culture leaves the word with an erotic
coloration where ever it travels—including Emma, a novel that very much lives in
the MIND, and nonetheless expresses a range and depth of PLEASURES. One of
the complexities of Fanny Hill is as the novel plays itself out in a series of
episodes, she appeals to us separate her pleasures from those parties she provides
pleasure to; we learn of her alienation virtually through it all. So, while there is a
lot of Pleasure for some, Fanny as narrator lets us know at virtually every turn
that her pleasure is often null and always secondary, and that it is only on being
reunited with Charles that her pleasure is full.

Jane Eyre (map #4) gives us a biography of PLEASURE—as she goes from
Gateshead to Lowood and then to Thornfield, Marsh End and Ferndean, the
nature and quality of her pleasure shifts. The first instance of pleasure is meager,
a doll, a transitional object, but she brings the narrative to an end with her child.
As we follow Jane from one place to the next, we see her maturational needs
being met or addressed or threatened. Her pleasure is generally in connection
with a human being for whom she shares some passion. One bit to look at is the
seduction scene in Jane Eyre, which begins with Jane being grilled about her
paintings and (19) and saying that they constituted her “keenest pleasures”.
Rochester picks up on the word and directly notes that her “pleasures” have been
few—by marking this absence, he is bringing up sexuality—a tension from which
he seeks release. In the group of iterations of pleasure that follow, one sees
Rochester’s aggressive drive for PLEASURE.

CONCLUSION: While the PLEASURE of each novel will have different
flavors, the bulk of the ingredients are same. Pleasure serves different purposes,
though it maintains a similar dynamic. In Beloved Pleasure is focused on local
relationships—it marks family, domesticity, the ordinary as the place of
tenderness and protection. The naming of the family as a key source of pleasure
defends against and seeks to amend the long history of separations. Going back in
time to the beginning of the novel, Defoe’s work is much more diffuse than
Morrison’s, but the aggressive/acquisitive side shows up as dominant; and
opposite Morrison, there is no familial pleasure. The anxiety the PLEASURE
releases would seem to be deprivation. Cleland’s Fanny Hill emphasizes physical,
sexual pleasure; there is a narrative deconstruction of Pleasure as male is
separated and alienated from female (at many times). Sexual pleasure is a great
defense against alienation even as it may create it for the other. In Jane Eyre
Pleasure is used to shadow developmental shifts—Jane goes from a child to a girl,
to a woman several times over (e.g., we see her after she has sex with Rochester).
Jane begins with a pleasure deficit, a pleasure deprivation (others are marked as
having it), and then collects enough over time.

I look forward to extending these ideas, zoomed in and out.
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the downright pleasure of enchantment
e doun i s SIS, ()
As if he were sunk in the pleasure of a deep sweet sIeeE
lmagmed
they were not supposed to have pleasure deep
down. She said for me not to listen to all that.
‘—[ sexual pl interdiction, r
The pleasure she felt at having found the house dissolved, suddenlx pleasure/anxxety»«
developmental panic
the pleasure of baking bread In Beloved PLEASURE is largely in the form of familial
telling about the earrings..an unexpected pleasure connection--domestic love contains all pleasures that living in a
iingled the earrings for the pleasure of the bab _redundancy, PLEASU_RE, is used _(generally) to mark some_thmg
Jingled the earrings for the pleasure of the baby important to the emotional well being one has as a person in a
he pl re an rprise it cre in her mother and her brothers
the pleasure they had sitting clustered on the white stairs they are consistently about local love, nurturing, family
relationships--so clearly stated in the opening paragraph. The

I stitched her a little something from a piece of cloth Baby Suggs had.

looking at each other intently was a Sunday morning pleasure war zone with no weapons can provide. Working like a good
family and a family in a community. When examined ensemble,
Well, all I'm saying is that's Ifish pl re | never h fore. domestic groupings, the familial configurations

the pleasure they took in her soft "Thank yo
he_could not account for the pleasure in his surprise at seeing Halle's wife alive dumeshc, familial,

no one, apparently, able to withstand sharin, ing. commumty

her smile was both pleasure and surprise [at seeing Paul D]
he took the pleasure she would have knowing

she didn't have to grind her hipbone anymore
Denver was not doing anything to make this trip a Eleasure‘ oppositional |

A reduction of pleasure at some special effort the older woman made. _non-optimal

She had seen her pouty lips open wide with

the pleasure of sugar or some piece of news  peedy/wantin
2 nieedy/wanting |

Would there be a little space, she wondered, a little time, some

way to hold off eventfulness, to push busyness into the corners of

the room and just stand there a minute or two, naked from shoulder
domestic, nurture, physi-  blade to waist, relieved of the weight of her breasts, smelling the

cal, transformational stolen milk again and_the pleasure of baking bread?

L A —r

But, as she began telling about the earrings, she found herself wanting

SETHE to, liking it. perhaps it was Beloved's distance from the events itself, or
her thirst for hearing it--in any case i 3

So when | got here, even before they let me get out of bed, | stitched her a little
something from a piece of cloth Baby Suggs had. Well, all I'm saying is that's a
selfish pleasure | never had before. | couldn't let all that go back

So looking at each other intently was a Sunday-morning
pleasure and Halle examined her as though storing up what he

SETHE & HALLE |- Intimacy—- _saw in sunlight for the shadow he saw the rest of the week.

carry Baby Suggs, holy, out of it. When he picked her up in his
arms, she looked to him like a girl, and he took the pleasure
she would have knowing she didn't have to grind her hipbone

anymore-that at last somebody carried her S
TAMF PAID "Well, put these on. Maybe they'll light his way." Convinced her
son was dead, she handed the stones to Sethe.
Even now as he put back the window frame he had smashed, he could PLEASURE IN BELOVED (1997), "I need holes in my ears."
not account for the pleasure in his surprise at seeing Halle's_wife character and themes SETHE & CRAWLING "I1 do it," said Baby Suggs. "Soon's you up to it."
alive, barefoot with uncovered hair--walking around the corner of the ALREADY BABY? Sethe jingled the earrings for the pleasure of the crawling-already?
house with her shoes and stockings in her hands. inre EARLY VISUAL PLEASURE rgiLl.LM reached for them over and over again
Several even nodded and smiled at her mother, no one, apparently, seemE his desire PAUL D
able to withstand sharing the pleasure Paul D was having.
Then the mood changed and the arguments began. Slowly
at first. A complaint from Beloved, an apology from Sethe. A
Denver sat on the bed smiling and providing the music. reduction of pleasure at some special effort the older
She had never seen Beloved this happy. She had seen her pouty woman made.
Lij n wide with the pl: re of r or some pi f new: SETHE AND BELOVED
Denver gave her.
BELOVED
Finally the back door opened and Sethe stepped through holding
a scrap pan in the crook of her arm. When she saw him, she said
Some even laughed outright at Denver's clothes of a hussy, Oh and her smile was both pleasure and surprise.
but it didn't stop them caring whether she ate and ‘t didn't SETHE D PAUL D
stop the pleasure they took in her soft "Thank you." THE COMMUNITY
RE: DENVER ETC. one of the boys on the floor sighed. As if he were sunk in the
pleasure of a deep sweet sleep, he sighed the sigh that flung the
Slaves not supposed to have pleasurable feelings on their own; their bodies HOWARD OR She"" into action
not supposed to be like that, but they have to have as many children as they BUGLAR
Il hy hem. Still, they were not supposed to have
can to please whoever owned them. Sti v were n Ve TEXTRAVS
always listen to my body and love it. _[BABY SUGGS TO martin gliserman@rutgers.edu
DENVER
But Denver was not doing anything to make this trip a pleasure. She
agreed to go--sullenly--but her attitude was "Go 'head. Try and Resistance to Pleasure,
nake me happy.” Pleasure as Aversive
Denver had taught herself to take pride in the condemnation Negroes
heaped on them; the assumption that the haunting was done by an evil
thing looking for more. None of them knew
enchantment, of not suspecting but knowing the things behind things. DSy chologlcal Bleasure
how it was befor
on the white stairs--she between the knees of Howard or Buglar--  d sibling, childhood--physical/

while they made up die-witch! stories emotional (relief from chronic sh’ess) DENVER

She was seven, and those two hours in the afternoon were
precious to her. Especially so because she had done it on her
own and was pleased and surprised by the pleasure and

surprise it created in her mother and her brothers. _META PLEASURE

The pleasure she felt at having found the house dissolved, suddenly,  gport-lived/taken
in doubt. Suppose she didn't live there anymore? Or remember her over by new anxiety

PLEASURE IN BELOVED themes (1997).mmapThe Mindjet TeamPLEASURE IN BELOVED (1997), character and themes




I observed an extraordinary sense of pleasure appeared in his
face, and his eyes sparkled, and his countenance discovered a

strange eagerness, as if he had a mind to be in his own country again
Home Imagined

continually poring upon the means and possibility of my escape from this place.
And that | may, with the greater pleasure to the reader, bring on the remaining
part of my story, it may not be improper to give some account of my first
conceptions on the subject of this foolish scheme for my escape, and how and

upon what foundation | acted.
The Reader

I descended a little on the side of that delicious vale, surveying
it with a secret kind of pleasure, though mixed with my other
afflicting thoughts, to think that this was all my own

When | came home from this journey, | contemplated with great
pleasure the fruitfulness of that valley, and the pleasantness of

the situation Colonial

it was the_governor's pleasure they should not PLEASURE in

stir anywhere but by my direction ROBINSON CRUSOE

I could not write or eat, or do several things with so much
pleasure without a table.

it looked like a general magazine of all necessary things; and | had
everything so ready at my hand, that it was a great pleasure to me
to see all my goods in such order, and especially to find my stock
of all necessaries so great.

Domestic--aesthetic,
economic

I gave humble and hearty thanks that God had been pleased to discover to me
even that it was possible | might be more happy in this solitary condition, than |
should have been in a liberty of society, and in all the pleasures of the world

He listened with great attention, and received with pleasure the notion of

Jesus Christ being sent to redeem us, and of the manner of making our Spiritual
prayers to God, and His being able to hear us, even into heaven
Besides the pleasure of talking to him, | had a singular
satisfaction in the fellow himself...began to love....
The Other

PALA 2009 PLEASURE in ROBINSON CRUSOE.mmap - 10/31/09 - The Mindjet Team

In Robinson Crusoe pleasure is offered to him, promised to him, but
he rejects it to explore his desire; he is witness to some of the
pleasure of others, but he never seeks it; and he watches the sensual
pleasures of animals, but also never seeks such. He generally takes
pleasure in having power or some times imagining it. There is one
instance of interpersonal pleasure.

prospect of raising my fortunes by application
and industry, with a life of ease and pleasure.

that temperance, moderation, quietness, health,
Promised Life Pleasure society, all agreeable diversions, and all desirable pleasures,
were the blessings attending the middle station of life

It happened that he had appointed to go out in this boat, either for

pleasure or for fish, with two or three Moors of some distinction
in that place, and for whom he had provided extraordinarily

Leisure Activity

we saw vast great creatures (we knew not what to call them) of many sorts
come down to the sea-shore and run into the water, wallowing and

washing themselves_for the pleasure of cooling themselves
Animal

I took up the second piece immediately, and, though he
began to move off, fired again, and shot him into the head,
and had the pleasure to see him drop

Weapon Power

le X1 f&g/x
N
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_1."A WOMAN OF PLEASURE"

2. "loose pleasures”

3. her freedom [in touching me] raised no other emotions but those ~ The pleasure is from the decrease of tension in the

ofa strange, and, till then, unfelt pleasure. Every part of me was body she didn't know she carried--touch releases that
open and exposed to the licentious courses of her hands tension, relieves the mark of absence.

This pleasure is the culmination of the
accumulation of physical ‘tensions’ that accrue in

My heated and alarm'd senses were in a tumult that robbed me ofall ~ the body to afcr'i' ical Imass—i‘-: Fanny's ca's'e, a x:.s:
¥ ' experience of this release, the tensions have been
233 1 could not help pitying, even in point of taste, those who, immers'd in gross iberty of thought; xlgaLs_dpLumE Fush 'd from my eyes, and h“li?ldi“g Toryear
sensuality, are insensible to the so delicate charms of VIRTUE, than which even assuaged the fire that rag'd all over me 5
PLEASURE has not a greater friend, nor ﬂlalll VICE a greater enemy. Thus temperance 5. Phoebe, herself, the hackney'd, thorough-bred Phoebe,
makes men lords over those pleasures_that intemperance enslaves them to .
makes men lords over those pleasures that intemperance enslavesthemto to whom all modes and devices of pleasure were known and _
234 But, independent of my flattering my self that you have a juster opinion of my sense and familiar, found, it seems, in this exercise of her art to break young girls, ,,,z abstract/mentalized--Phoebe
sincerity, give me leave to represent to you, that such a supposition is even more injurious to guatification of one of those arbitrary tastes, for which there is no "knows" i
Virtue than to me: since, consi: with candour and good , it can have no foundation

6. Not that she hated men, or did not even prefer them to her own sex; but when
she met with such occasions as this was, a satiety of enjoyments in the common . o .
road, perhaps too, a secret bias, inclined her to make the most of pleasure, maximize/optimize opportuni-

wherever she could find it, without of sexes. ties pleasure--quanta over type

but in the falsest of fears, that its pleasures cannot stand in comparison with those of Vice; but let
truth dare to hold it up in its most alluring light: then mark, how spurious, how low of taste, how
inferior its joys are to those which Virtue gives sanction to

216 all I can remember amidst the flutter and discomposure of my senses was some.
flattering exclamations of joy and admiration, more specially at the feel of my breasts,
now set at liberty form my stays, and which panting and rising in tumultuous throbs,
swell'd upon his dear touch, and gave it the welcome pleasure of finding them well
form'd, and unfail'd in firmness.

8. should I not be ungrateful to nature, and
toa form to which I owe such singular blessings of pleasure
and fortune, were I to suppress, through and affectation of

modesty, the mention of such valuable gifts? pleasure as a source of wealth intrinsic and extrinsic

1. my bed-fellow Phoebe, whose pupil I more immediately was, exerted
her talents in giving me the first tinctures of pleasure: whilst nature, now

warm'd and wantoned with discoveries so interesting, piqu'd a curiosity _ Pleasure asa gifting, allowing Fanny a "tincture’-a touch, a taste, a coloring.
s J

217 with his arms clasp'd round me, giving and taking, with gust
inexpressible, a kiss of welcome, that my heart rising to my lips
stamp'd with its warmest impression, concurring to by bliss, with
that delicate and voluptuous emotion which Charles alone had
the secret to excite, and which constitutes the very life, the
essence of pleasure.

12. Her sturdy stallion had now unbutton'd, and produced

naked, stiff, and erect, that wonderful machine, which I

had never seen before, and which, for the interest my own

seat of pleasure began to take furiously in it, I star'd at

with all the eyes I had physical locus of sexual pleasure

218 two candles lighted on a side-table near us, and a joyous wood-fire, threw
alight into the bed that took from one sense, of great importance to our joys,
all pretext for complaining of its being shut out of its share of them; and
indeed, the sight of my idolized youth was alone, from the ardour with which
1 had wished for it, without other circumstance, a Eleasum to die o
But ah! what became of me, when as the powers pleasure thickened
upon me, I could not help feeling the stiff stake um had been adorn'd with the
trophies of my despoil d virginity, bearing hard and inflexible against one of
‘my thighs, which I had not yet opened, from a true principle of modesty,
reviv'd by a passion too sincere to suffer any aiming at the false merit of
difficulty, or my putting on an i inent mock coyness.

o. Listened to with more pleasure than ever fond woman did to
protestations of love from her darling minion: for, incapable as I was of
receiving any addition to my perfect hatred and aversion to him, Ilook'd on

this railing as my security against his renewing his most odious caresses. ___ relief from aversive touch
I

10. to corrupt my native purity, which had taken no

220 221 There ['that organ of bliss in me], concentreing to a point, like rays in a oot in " ‘;‘“'ds‘ not the i d ""““ﬁ" of
burning glass, they glow'd, they burnt with the intensest heat; the springs of pleasure l’i;ﬁ so easily fired at my age, made strange worl
within me

were, in short, wound up to such a pitch, I panted now, with so exquisitely keen an
appetite for the eminent enjoyment that I was even sick with desire, and unequal to
support the combination of two distinct ideas, that delightfully distracted me: for all
the thought I was capable of, was that I was now in touch, at once, with the instrument
of pleasure, and the great-seal of love.

{ Pleasure as Mentation }-{ 186. pleasure is ever inventive for its own ends

7. What pleasure she had found [in bringing Fanny to orgasm, first time]
1 will not say; but this I know, that the first sparks of kindling nature, the
first ideas of pollution, were caught by me that night; and that the

#5 and this indicate an attitude that Fanny has re Phoebe and pleasure--
she distances herself from what seem to be a sexual addiction (#6), to a

222 amidst a crowd of kisses, at the position, not so favourable to his desires, in " : - NN
which I receiv'd his urgent insi for ion, where that insi was acquaintance and communication with the bad of our own sex, is oftenas ~ Practice (of the pleasure of seducing an other, a Sister #5). Distancing
alone so a pleasure that it made me i ‘suffer a much fatal to i as all the jons of the other. herself from these practices clarifies her ethical position.

PALA 2009 PLEASURE
dearer one to be kept out; but how sweet to correct such a mistake... My thighs, IN EANNY HILL
now obedient ot the intimations of love and nature, gladly disclose, and with a
ready submission, resign up the soft gateway to the entrance of pleasure
225 And now! now I felt to the heart of me! I felt the prodigious keen edge with which
But all this pleasure  |ove, presiding over this act, points the pleasure: love! that may be styled the Attic salt of
tending, like life enjoyment; and indeed, without it, the joy, great as it is, is still a vulgar one, whether in a
fromitsfisst __ king ora beggar; for it is, undoubtedly, love alone that refines, ennobles and exallts it.
226 227 228 220 230 231But all this pleasure tending, like life from its first instants, towards its
own dissolution, liv'd too fast not to bring on upon the spur its delicious moment of mortality;
for presently the approach of the tender agony discover'd itself by its usual signals, that were
quickly follow'd by my dear love's emanation of himself that spun our, and shot, feelingly
indeed! up the ravish'd in-draught: where the sweetly soothing balmy titillation opened all
the juices of joy on my side, which extatically in flow, help'd to allay the prurient glow, and
drown'd our pleasure for a while . . . . Charles, true to nature’s laws, in one breath expiring
and ejaculating, languish'd not long in the dissolving trance, but recovering spirit again, soon
gave me to feel that the true-mettle springs of his instrument of pleasure were, by love, and
perhaps by a long vacation, wound up too high to be let down by a single explosion: . . . we
play'd over again the same opera, with the same delightful harmony and concert: our ardours,
like our love, knew no remission; and, all as the tide serv'd my lover, lavish of his stores, and
, over-flowed me once more from the fulness of his oval reservoirs . .. al
those springs of the compressive exsuction with which the sensitive mechanism of that part
thirstily draws and drains the nipple of Love; with much such an instinctive eagerness and
attachment as, to compare great with less, kind nature engages infants at the breast by the
pleasure they find in the motion of their little mouths and cheeks, to extract the milky stream
prepar'd for their nourishment . .. The remainder of the night, with what we borrow'd upon
the day, we employ'd with unweary'd fervour in celebrating thus the festival of our re-
‘meeting; and got up pretty late in the morning, gay, brisk and alert, though rest had been a
stranger to us: but the pleasures of love had been to us, what the joy of victory is to an army;
repose, 2.

168 You may guess then in what a curious pickle those soft
flesh-cushions of mine were, all sore, raw, and in fine, ter- 160 NEVERTHELESS: What should we do now? both
ribly clawed off; but so far from feeling any pleasure in it, intolerably heated; both in a fury; but pleasure is ever
that the recent smart made me pout a little, and not with the inventive for its own ends: he strips me in a trice, stark
greatest air of satisfaction receive the compliments, and naked, and placing a broad settee-cushion on the carpet
after-caresses of the author of my pain before the fire, oversets me gently, topsy-turvy, on it

Physical /Sexual
Interactions Fanny
finds Not A Pleasure

169-170 plan of life; which I led, in truth, with a modesty and reserve that

was less the work of virtue than ofexhausled novelty, a glut of pleasure, and
asy that made me i toany

pleasure and profit were not_emi united

Pleasure/Money addict

136 At scarce thirty, he had already reduced his strength of
appetite down to a wretched dependence on forc'd provocatives,

very little seconded by the natural power of a body jaded and

racked off to the lees by constant repeated over-draughts of

pleasure, which had done the work of sixty winters on his springs of life
137 vex'd indeed at this he seemed, but not in the style of any displeasure
with me for my skittishness; on the contrary, I dare swear he held me the
dearer, and hugged himself for the difficulties that even hurt his instant

| pleasure. Fired, however, now beyond all bearance of delay

138 But now, after repeated attempts, in which he had not made the least
impression towards gaining his point, at least for that time, the pleasure
rose so fast upon him that he could not check or delay it, and in the
vigour and fury which the approaches of the height of it inspir'd him, he
made one fierce thrust, that had almost put me by my guard

139 It was easy then to observe that he was more satisfy'd, more highly
pleased with the supposed motives of his baulk of consummation, than
he would have been at the full attainment of it. It was on this foot that I
solved to myself all the falsity I employed to procure him that blissful
pleasure in it, which most certainly he would not have tasted in the
truth of things.

140 Eager, however, for the pleasure, as well of consummating an
entire triumph over my virginity, he said everything that could
overcome my resistance, and bribe my patience to the end

211 Ipropose to devote a letter entirely to the pleasure of
retracing to you all the particulars of my acquaintance
with this ever, to me, memorable frien

212 213 From him it was I first learn'd, to any purpose, and not without infinite
pleasure, that I had such a portion of me worth bestowing some regard on; from
him I received my first essential encouragement, and instructions how to put it in
that train of cultivation, which I have since pushed to the little degree of
improvement you see it at; he it was, who first taught me to be sensible that the
pleasures of the mind were superior to those of the body; at the same time, that
they were so far from obnoxious to, or incompatible with each other, that, besides
weetness in the vari ind transition, ne serv'd_to exalt and perfect the ! .
taste of the other to a degree that the senses alone can never arrive at. and never after experience any thing but the greatest pleasure.
142 till at length, with might and main, winding his way in, he got it completely
] home, and giving my virginity, as he thought, the coup de grace, furnished me

141 Kissing me then with the utmost rapture, he comforted me, and
begg'd my pardon for the pain he had put me to: observing withal,

that it was only a thing in course: but the worst was certainly past, and
that with a little courage and constancy, I should get it once well over,

with the cue of setting up a terrible outcry, whilst he, triumphant and like a
| cock clapping his wings over his down:trod mistress, pursud his pleasure

143 You would ask me, perhaps, whether all this time I enjoy'd any perception of pleasure?
1assure you, little or none, till just towards the latter end, a faintish sense of it came on
mechanically, from so long a struggle and frequent fret in that ever sensible part; but, in
the first place, I had no taste for the person I was suffering the embraces of, on a pure
mercenary account; and then, I was not entirely delighted with myself for the jade’s part I
was playing, whatever excuses I might have to plead for my being brought into it
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Pleasure in this map of Jane Eyre follows the narrative line. At each age bracket Jane's

pleasure emerges in relation to the interpersonal environment--she begins with a transitional
object (D.W. Winnicott) and culminates with a child; and the range of Pleasure is wide and

deep. The map is worth a paper, but here I'll point to #17-28. One point is that the lexical

item, Pleasure, seems to be a mark needed to define an ever shifting tension. Second point

is that beginning with #17 there is a micro-narrative--Jane leaves to run an errand on a
moonlit evening and here she decreases her pace so she can enjoy thinking about "the

species of pleasure brooding for me in the hour and situation." The pleasure will show up in
the form of Rochester. And, again, some days or weeks later, Rochester begins his seduction
fairly directly. In #19 Jane talks about her "keenest pleasure”. Rochester reminds her that her

"pleasures...have been few"--to say, not sexual.

£0 me, Jane, you are clear now.
She kissed me, and still keeping me at her side (where | was well
contented to stand, or 14
ntemplation of her face, her dress,
white forehead, her clustered and shi
eyes)
Miss Temple had always something of serenity in her air, of state in
her mien, of refined propriety in her language, which precluded
deviation into the ardent, the excited, the eager: something which
chastened the pleasure of those who looked on her and listened to
her,bya sense of awe

er one or two ornaments, her
g curls, and beaming dark

78&8 MISS TEMPLE

inquiry had been made into the charges alleged against Jane Eyre, and that she was
most happy to be able to pronounce her completely cleared from eve:

imputation. The teachers then shook hands with me and kissed me, and a murmur
of pleasure ran through the ranks of my

9_COMPANIONS

I discovered, too, that a pleasure, an enjoyment which the
horizon only bounded, lay ail utside the high and spike-guarded
vealls of our garden: shis pleature conssted i prospect of noble
summi g a great hill-hollow, rich in verdure and shados
a hrlxht ‘ack, ful o dark stones and sparkling eddies.

10, 11 ENVIRONMENT EXTERNAL

for this unwonted liberty and pleasure there 12 GRIEF FOUNDATION
cause... typhus through its crowded schoolroom and dormitory  OF THIS PLEASURE

my chosen comrade--one Mary Ann Wilson; a shrewd,
observant personage, whose society | took pleasure in, partly
because she w; iginal, and partly because she had a |3 pLEASURE WITH
manner which set me at my ease. AN OTHER

°

opposed to them in temperament, in capacity, in
propensities; a useless thing, serving their | PLEASURE AS
interest, or adding to their Ele:sure OTHER'S

in fact, my racked nerves were now in such a state 2 TRAUMATIC,

that no calm could soothe, and excite them agreeably.  ATITHESIS

To this crib | always took my doll; human beings must love

something, and, in the dearth of worthier objects of affection, |

i inlovi ishis raven 3 TRANSITIONAL
OBJECT

image, shabby as a miniature scarecrow

"Do you read your Bible?"
“Sometimes."

? Are you fond of i
"1 like Revelations, and the book of Daniel, and Genesis and Samuel,

and a little bit of Exodus, and some parts of Kings and Chronicles, 4 BROCKLEHURST

and Job and Jonah.” INTERROGATION
First, | smiled to myself and felt elate; but this fierce pleasure subsided in me as fast
as did the accelerated throb of my pulses. A child cannot quarrel with its elders, as
I had done; cannot give its furious feelings uncontrolled play. as I had given mine,
without experiencing afterwards the pang of remorse and the chill of reaction. 5&6 CONFRONTING
the black frost relgned | covered my head and arms with the skirt of my frock, and |_MRS. REED
ent out to walk... but | found in the silent trees, the falling fir-cones.
And there was a pleasure in my services, most full, most exquisite, even th ugh sad.—
because he claimed thess services without painful shame or d:mpln e loved

2 ho
me so truly, that he knew no reluctance in profiting by my attendance: he felt | Toved i
so fondly, that to yield that attendance was to

78 EROTICS OF

e my sweetest wishes. . SERVICE

My spirits were excited, and with pleasure and ease |

talked to him during supper, and for a long time after. 77 PLEASURE OF KNOWIING
~elLELEASURE OF KNOWIING]

Mr. St. John, when he saw me, merely bowed and passed through; the

€wo ladies stopped: Mary, in a few words, kindly and calmly expressed
to be able to come down 52 PLEASURE AT

Subtopl POSITIVE SIGN
eotopic] FOSITIVESIGN _

Diana ooked and spoke with 3 cercan suthoricy: she had a wil,
evidently. It was my nature toa

authority supported like hers, and to bend, where my conscience and 53 PLEASURE IN
self-respect permitted, to an active will. SUBMISSION

"My sisters, you see, have a pleasure in keeping you," said Mr. St.
John, "as they would have a plessure in kesping and cherihing.»
wind might have driven through
casoman. | oo more inclnation to put you in the way of keeplng
yourself

54 55 PLEASURE IN
TAKING CARE OF

Sube DISTAIN/ST JOHN,
ul ogu}—(—j—’—

1 could join iana and Mary in all their occupations; converse with them
as much as they wished, and aid them when and where they would allow me.
There was a.reviving in this intercourse, of a kind

ing from perfect congeniality of tastes,

56 5758 PLEASURE
IN COMPANY (MARY
& DIANA)

and principles.

These detail were just to me what they were to
em--so m:

He expressed once, and but once in my hearing, a strong sense of the

rugged charm of the B, and an Inborn afection for the dark root and

hoary walls he called his hom 59 GLOOM OVER

ut there was more of gloom than
pleasure in the tone and words in which the sentiment was manifested_ _pLEASURE (ST. JOHN)

"I found or devised something for you three weeks ago; but as you
seemed both useful and happy here--as my sisters had evidently
become attached to you, and

60 (see 54, 55)
Pleasure of Sisters
with Jane

-but to have sunk down in the silken snare; fallen asleep on the flowers
covering it; wakened in a southern clime, amongst the luxuries of a pleasure
villa:_to have been now living in France, Mr. Rochester's mistress

61_PLEASURE VILLA'

These soon took a pleasure in doing their work g2 PLEASURE IN SELF
well, in keeping their persons neat PRESENTATION

Would | skatch 3 portrait ofhar, 0 show £ papal”
"With pleasure, plled* and | felt a thrill of artist
areful outl

63 64 PLEASURE IN
+ CREATIVITY, OBLIGING

Rosamond was

full of glee
.and pleasure all the time | stayed. g5 PLEASURE IN COMPANY
—.

1 saw even that to be thus frankly addressed on a subject he had
ees heal ol

med r it thus freely h: 66 PLEASURE IN
beginning to be felt by him as a new relief. FRANK TALK
1 could not forego the delicious pleasure ol which |
have caught a glimpse--that of repaying, in part, a mighty 7 PLEASURE IN
obligation, and winning to myself Melnng Wiends ._POWER OF MONEY

| had long felt with pleasure that many of m)
liked me, and when we parted, that consciousness was
confirmed:_they manifested their affection plainly and strongly.
" " 68 JANE'S PLEASURE PLEASURE
ers, when they were gone. "Does not the consciousness| N SUCCESS OF CONNECTING 69

Mr. Ri
of having done some real good in your day and generation give | ST JOHN'S ATTEMPT TO SEDUCE
e?" [-STLOHNS ATTEMPT TO SEDUCE

pleasur

"Doubtless.

And try to restrain the disproportionate fervour with
which you throw yourself into ome pleasure:

70 INVITATION TO
DAMPEN PLEASURE 7

The ordinary sitting-room and bedrooms
Ileft much as they were: for | knew Diana and Mary would derive 7| pLEASURE IN RESTORA-
more pleasure from seeing again the old homely tables, and chairs, TION OVER INNOVATION
and beds, than from the spectacle of the smartest innovations. _ AT HOME

72 DISPLEASURE OVER

but not a syllable did he utter indicating “COMMON PLACE HOME
pleasure in the improved aspect of his abode  p_EASURES"
(LU e —

1 had the | ling that my arrangements
met their wishes exactly, and that what | had done added a vivid 73 (SEE ABOVE) PLEASURE
charm to their joyous return home PLEASING OTHERS

St. John was not a man to be lightly refused: you felt that

every impression made on him, either for pain or 74 ST JOHN'S
pleasure, was and INTENSITY

A missionary's wife you must--shall be.

You shall be I'claim you-

Sovereign's service.

had_a pleasure unimparted_to, and
ian, in evincing with what skill he could,

while acting and speaking apparently just as usual

¥ pleasure, but for my

1 fear the corrupt man wit

.76.S/M EMOTIONALLY
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GATESHEAD

_.-"

PLEASURE IN

JANE EYRE:
NARRATIVE TRAJECTORY

14 socially polite phrasing _,“Shall Lhave the pleasure of seeing Miss Fairfax to-night?" | asked

| thought that a fairer era of life was beginning for me, one that was to

|5 EXPECTATION  have its flowers and pleasures, as well as its thorns and toils.
[LEEXPECTATION

| cherished towards Mrs. Fairfax a thankfulness for her kindness,
16 PLEASURE WITH THE  and a pleasure in her society proportionate to the tranquil regard
OTHER (Mrs. Fairfax) she had for me, and the moderation of her mind and character.

1 walked fast till | got warm, and then | walked slowly to enjoy and analyse
rooding for me in the hour and situation.

17 CONTEMPLATING
PLEASURE / ADVENTURE

x
Iam not at all afraid of being out late when

18 ENCOUNTERING AN it is moonlight: | will run over to Hay for you with pleasure, if
OTHER--OBLIGING you t:_indeed, | am going there to post a letter."

To paint them, in short, was to enjoy one of the
19_CREATIVE PLEASURE .
"That is not saying much. Your pleasures, by your

; but | daresay you
exist in a kind of artist's dreamland while you blent
and arranged these strange tints.

20 THE FIRST SEDUCTION (Rochester brings sexuality into

the (few with many)

"Now | have performed the part of a good host,” pursued Mr.

Rochester, "put my guests into the way of amusing each other, |
. Miss Eyre,

|g l:r(her forward: you are yet too far

you ut disturbing my position in this

comfortable chair, which ' vave no mindtzo do.

1did as | was bid

2122 23 PLEASURE/ ce happiness is irrevocably denied me, L have a right to get
POWER/MALE ASSER- wﬂwr_
TION (and response) _| “Then you will still more, sir."

Possbly: yet why should | can

And I may get it as sweet and fresh as the wild honey the bee
gathers on the moo

if from this day you began with resolution to correct your
thoughts and actions, you would in a few years have laid up a new

24 PLEASURE AS MEMORY  and stainless store of recollections, to which you might revert with

OF STAINLESS LIVING

Next morning | had the pleasure of encountering him; left
25 MALE PLEASURE-- @ bullet in one of his poor etiolated arms, feeble as the wing of a
AGGRES! chicken in the pip, and then thought | had done with the whole crew

there was something decidedly strange in the paroxysm of
26 DOMESTIC PLEASURE/ eMotion which had suddenly seized him when he was in the act
SLICED WITH ANGUISH  Of expressing the present contentment of his mood, and his
newl

(observed by Jane) and its environs.

when summoned by formal invitation to his presence, | was
honoured by a cordiality of reception that made me feel | really
ossessed the power to amuse him, and that these evening

27 OBJECT OF PLEASURE _, conferences were sought as much for his pleasure as for my benefit

"You have saved my life: | have a pleasure in owing you so immense
adebt. | cannot say more. Nothlng else that has being would have
been tolerable to the character of creditor for such an obligati
28 PLEASURE OF DEBT but you: itis Giferenti- feo! your benefts no burden, Jane:

.l knew the pleasure of vexing and soothing him by

turns; it was one | chiefly delighted in, and a sure instinct always
29 PLEASURE OF evented me from going too far; beyond the verge of provocation |
TEASING/SEDUCING _ never ventured; 3

YOU of importance to him in any way? Go!
your folly sickens me. And you have

occasional tokens of preference--equivocal tokens shown by a
gentleman of family and a man of the world to a dependent and a
30 SELF CHASTISING ,novice. How dared you?

1 could not keep their lids
control: they would rise, and the irids would fix on him.
looked, and had an acute pleasure in looking.--a pre:mus yet

pleasure like what the thirst-perishing man might feel who knnw the
31.33 PLEASURE OF SEEING  Well to which he has crept is poisoned, yet stoops and drinks d
THE BELOVED dray

~the rest of the party were occupied with
34 INCIDENTAL PLEASURES OF SOCIETY _, their own separate interests and pleasures.

"I rather think not, si
35 ALLEGIANCE TO ROCHESTER _, With you.”

should have more pleasure in staying

you wander here and there, seeking rest in exile: happiness in
pleasure--1 mean in heartless, sensual pleasure--such as dulls
intellect and blights feeling. Heart-weary and soul-withered,
36_37_LESS NOBLE PLEASURES--DEFINED _,You come home after years of voluntary

The fact was, | had other things to think about; within the last few months feelings
had been stirred in me so much more potent than any they could raise--pains and
38 PLEASURES/PAIN WITH had been excited than any it was in their
| ROCHESTER--& THE REED SISTERS _ Power to inflict or bestow--that their airs gave me no concern either for good or bad.

My fingers had fastened on her hand which lay outside the sheet: had she pressed mine
kindly, I should at that moment have experienced true pleasure. But unimpressionable
natures are not so s0on softened, nor are natural antipathies so readily eradicated

I knew by her stony eye--opaque to tenderness,

indissoluble to tears-that she was resolved to consider me bad to
3940 RETURNs TO GATEHEAD-. | the last; because to believe me good enerous
PLEASURE AS RECONCILIATION 3
(not. One morning I fell to sketching a face: what sort of a face it was.
to be, I did not care or know. | took a soft black pencil, gave it
a broad point, and worked away. Soon | had traced on the paper a
broad and prominent forehead and a square lower outline of visage:
; my fingers proceeded actively to fill

that contour g;
41_PLEASURE IN ICON _ it with features.

that it was pleasure enough to have the privilege of
42 PLEASURE IN HIS again looking on Mr. Rochester, whether he looked on me o not; and
PRESENCE HEIGHTENED they added--"Hasten! hasten! be with him while you may: but a few

|BY POSSIBLE SEPARATION _, more days or weeks, at most, and you are parted from him for ever!”

1 knew there would be pleasure in meeting my master again, even
hough brolen by the fear that he was 30 s00n to cease to be y

43 44 PLEASURE OF RETURN | 35 We thus sat, Mr. Rochester entered,unannounced, and looking at us, seemed to
take pleasure in the spectacle of a group so amicable--when he said he supposed

the old lady was all right now that she had got her adopted daughter back again

45 PLEASURE/ | wonder how you will answer me a year hence, should | ask a favour it does

PERROGATIVE ,not suit your or pleasure to grant,

It was not without a certain wild pleasure | ran before the wind,
46 PLEASURE OF BODILY PRESENCE IN THE _ delivering my trouble of mind to the measureless air-torrent

WIND IN A TIME OF HIGH ANXIETY thundering through space. [awaiting Rochester prior to wedding]

You will never have green leaves more.
47 PLEASURE IS OVER (TREE) never more see birds making nests and singing idyls in your boughs;
PLEASURE HAS TIME CONSTRAINTS _ the time of, with you

48 SEDUCTION OF I seldom saw her alone, and had very little private conversation with her. She
'YOUNG ROCHESTER.. flattered me, and lavishly for m her charms and
TITILLATING

1 tried dissipation--never debauchery: that | hated, and
a's attribute: rooted disgust at

y enjoyment that
49 PLEASURE CONSTRAINED  bordered on riot seemed to approach me to her and her vices, and |

| BY AN OTHER'S BEHAVIOR Sschewed it
"On a frosty winter afternoon, | rode in sight of Thornfield Hall.
Abhorred spot! | expected no peace--no pleasure there.

50 NO PLEASURE EXPECTED ,in Hay Lane | saw a quiet little figure sitting by itself.

Your habitual expression in those days, Jane, was a thoughtful look; not despondent, for
51 NO PLEASURE SEEN You were not sickly; but not buoyant, for you had little hope, and no actual pleasure.

(
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